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DR aſt theological lecture was occu- 

pied in à ſerious parting addreſs to a claſs of ſtu- 


dents, who have ſince, on the late commencement, 
received the public honors of this univerfity. The 


change produced in my audience by the departure 


of that claſs, by the acceſſion of a new ſet of mem- 
bers, and by the advancement of the ſeveral inter- 


mediate grades of ſtudents. to new and higher ſeats 


in this temple of religion and learning, muſt. excite 


in the thinking ſpectator a train of ſolemn and-uſe- 


ful reflections. In particular it exhibits to his view 


a lively image of the preſent mutable and tranſi- 
tory ſtate: It echoes in his ear that ſentence of 


My own ſentiments and feelings on this occaſion. 


urge me to adapt this difcourſe to the new complex- 
ion of this beloved literary family, and eſpecially to 


inſpiration, « The faſhion of this world paſſeth 
away.“ | W e 


the intereſting ſituation. of thoſe who have recently 


joined it. While we, who are conſtituted their in- 
ſtructors and guardian friends, bid them welcome 
to the refined entertainment, which ſcience here 
prepares for her favorite ſons; we cannot but af 


fectionately warn them of the flattering baits, which 


iolly and vice will here ſpread to ſeduce and de- 


roy them. The 


wy 


F 


e 
: wa — 


. 
” 1 . > 
. . . tO  ragrprse -  O 395; 
— 2 —— 5 7 — 
3 — r 
— a * 


4 


The firſt emotion, which ſwells the youthful boſom 
upon being enrolled in ſo reſpectable a fraternity, is 
a kind of rapturous and exulting joy. In the ſirſ 
ſtages of collegiate life many circumſtances concur 
not only to elevate the fancy and the paſſions, but in 


numerous inſtances to pervert the underſtanding, 


and gradually to miſlead the ſteps of unguarded 
youth. into a career of licentious amuſement, of con. 
temptuous diſobedience, and even of daring irrelg. 
ion and vice. To furniſh you, therefore, in ſeaſon 
with a proper guide and regulator in a ſituation fi 
critical, is certainly an office of genuine friend(hy, 
And ſince an inconſiderate gaiety of temper, 3 
high capacity and reliſh of pleaſure, meeting with 
o many opportunities and objects ſuited to nouriſh 
and inflame them, are perhaps the principal ſource 
of danger to many of the younger members of the 
ſociety ; it ſhall therefore be one main objet of 
this diſcourſe to ſuggeſt ſame conſiderations which. 
may be uſeful to direct, to limit, and to conſecrate 
your amuſements. I can think of no paſſage of 
ſcripture better adapted to ſuch a deſign, than the 
lively and ſolemn addreſs of the royal preacher in 


PRE E, o YOUNG MAN, IN THY YOUTH, AND LET Tur 
HEART CHEER THEE IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH ; AND 


WALK IN THE WAYS OF THINE HEART, AND IN THE Wi 


SIGHT OF THINE EYES : BUT KNOW THOU THAT FOR ALL 
THESE THINGS GOD WILL BRING THEE INTO JUDG- 


This text may ſeem capable of two very different 
conſtructions. It may be underſtood as a ſerious 


permiſſion and even invitation to the young to in- 


dulge themſelves freely in every innocent entertain- 
ment, which ſuits that ſprightly period of life. This 
1 | ET explanation 
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explanation may ſeem to be juſtified by ſeveral other 
paſſages 1n this book, which: urge men to a cheerful 
participation of the bleflings of life ; which call up- 


on them * to eat their bread with joy and drink 
their wine with a merry heart.” This fame writer 
alſo, agreeably to the general current of ſcripture, 
deſcribes wiſdom or true religion as the untailing 
parent of pleaſure and peace. In this, as well as in 
many other ſtriking inſtances, the doctrine of reve- 


lation is echoed by the voice of reaſon, of nature and 


experience. For why has the wife and benevolent 
Creator planted inthe human conſtitution ſuch va- 
rious and unnumbered inlets to pleaſure ? Why has 
he endued us with ſo many faculties and inſtincts both 


bodily and mental, and ſurrounded us with objects 


harmonioufly adapted to each; with objects fitted to 
delight us in a thouſand different ways? Does not 


this grand apparatus of nature and providenee infer 


a divine licenſe and even command to drink the 
cup of pleaſure, which is thus placed in our ſight, 
and even put into our hands; to gratify every regu- 
lar inclination of our frame by a grateful and joyful, 

yet well tempered uſe of thoſe various ſources of de- 
light, which are provided for our enjoyment ? And 


ſince the bodies and minds of the young are, by the 


God of nature, eminently tuned for theſe delight- 
ful gratifications, and are often blefſed with peculiar 
leiſure for them; is it not a reaſonable inference 
that they have a ſpecial divine commiſſion to enjoy 
them ? Is it not likewiſe found to be fa& that the 
ſtricteſt regard to the rules of piety and virtue, in- 
ſtead of excluding or diminiſhing, reſines and com- 
pletes our natural and decent entertainments? 


Having made theſe liberal conceſſions on the ſide 
of pleaſure, IJ hope to eſcape the impufation of cyni- 


cal or ſu pertiatiolne auſterity, while I expreſs my 
diſapprobation 
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diſapprobation of the pleaſing conſtruction juſt given 
to the text. The precept here directed to the 
young, to rejoice in the days of their youth, viewed in 
connexion with the awful admonition at the cloſe of 
the verſe, and eſpecially with thoſe clauſes which ex. 
hort them to walk in the ways of their heart and the 
ſight of their eyes, phraſes, which, as uſed by inſpi. 
ration, always denote irregular and vicious purſuits; | 
— the precept, conſidered in theſe connected views, 
wears the marks of a ſpirited and cutting irony ; the 
import of which may be drawn out into the follow. 
ing paraphraſe “ O thou yain, unthinking, 
refractory young man, if thou art determined on a 
life of pleaſure; if thou intendeſt to give up thy 
| beſt days to unbounded gratification ; I adviſe thee 
to make a thorough ſacrifice to this idol of thy heart, 
Let every ardent appetite, every pleaſing object, ev. | 
ery precious moment be ſummoned to aſſiſt in the 
oblation. Strain every nerve and break over every 
barrier in this favorite purſuit. But know, ſerioufly 
conſider that there is an omniſcient, all-powerful, } 
and moit righteous Governor, who will ſhortly | 
judge and reward thee for every inſtance of fooliſn i 
and prohibited indulgence.” 6 „„ 
The words thus explained will fairly lead to fome 
friendly hints of counſel and admonition adapted to 
the ſtate of my audience. «OH 


My firſt and principal advice is, that you would ſeri- 
oully and frequently revolve in your minds that grand | 
and intereſting ſentiment which cloſes the addrels be- 
fore us ; I mean the ſentiment of a future retribution, | 
The idea of a God, viewed in the character of a | 
moral Governor and Judge, and of our own moſt } 
important and endleſs exiſtence as the reſult of his 
final ſentence, is certainly the moſt ſublime, the 
moſt beneficial and improving conception, _ 
| | 1e 
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the human mind is capable of forming : And. he 


evidence by which 1t is ſupported, 1s equal to its im- 
portance and dignity ; as we have ſhown at large in 
ſome former lectures. As I hope, my young friends, 


that you all poſſels ſo much ſoundneſs of under- 


ſtanding as to believe this doctrine; let me beſeech 
you by daily ſolemn meditation to make it a preſent 
and operative reality in your minds. Remember 
it is your glory as men to be capable of reflecting 


on your moral behavior, and of looking forward to 


its final iſſue. It is alſo your ſuperior felicity, as 


members of this literary ſociety, to enjoy uncommon 


advantages for cultivating theſe mental and moral 


powers. Will you not then dire& ſome portion of 5 
your attention to this capital obje& ? Will you not 


afiduouſly cheriſh the moſt familiar and affecting 


views of thoſe everlaſting realities, which place the 

character and deſtination of man in the moſt auguſt 
and intereſting light, and which have the moſt ſove- 

reign efficacy to reſtrain, to extirpate every thin 


mean and vicious, and to meliorate and exalt the 
human affections and conduct: 25 


Let me endeavor to enliven and aſſiſt your reflec- 


tions on ſome of the moſt important circumſtances 
of this future judgment. This final examination 


and retribution will embrace all the parts of your 


preſent behavior; will extend to the moſt ſecret 


motives and minute circumſtances of every action ; 


will be attended with convictive evidence of each of 


theſe particulars, as well as full power and diſpoſi- 
tion to decide and recompenſe accordingly. In theſe 
reſpects how unſpeakably will the adminiſtration of 


the Supreme Ruler and Judge tranſcend the beſt 


proceedings of any human government ! For exam- 
ple: In ſuch a ſociety as this, innumerable vices and 
vrtues may exiſt and prevail not only in the hearts, 


but 


* 


of infinite wiſdom, rectitude, and power muſt involve 
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but in the viſible conduct of its members, which the 


laws of the inſtitution cannot diſtinctly define and 


ſuperintend. Thoſe irregularities alſo, which the 
law has clearly ſpecified and denounced, may in 
numberleſs . inſtances, be committed without the 
poſſibility of human diſcovery and conviction. In 
ſome caſes too the adminiſtration is obliged to ſpare 
and even appear to careſs the principal and moſt 
abandoned criminal, for the ſake of detecting his 
far leſs guilty aſſociates. Yea, the prime contrivers 


and counſellors of iniquity will often conceal them. 


ſelves beneath the veil of their ſuperior cunning ; 
while their more ſimple; unwary inſtruments are 


taken and chaſtifed. At beſt the proceſs of human 


juſtice is frequently very flow, partial, and inade- 
quate. But the final adjudications and executions 


the fitteſt deciſion and recompenſe of every human 
action and character, and the beſt adjuſtment of the 
whole moral ſyſtem. „„ 


What a ſolemn aſpect, my young hearers, muſt | 
the ſerious anticipation of ſuch a retribution give to 
every inſtance of your preſent behavior! What a | 
high ſenſe of reſponſibility muſt it affociate with 
your whole deportment in this univerſity! What 2 
ſtamp of daring impiety and madneſs muſt it fix on 
the indolent and careleſs neglect of collegiate duties 
and privileges! For what is this but hiding in a nap- 
kin or burying in the earth diſtinguiſhed talents W 
committed to you by your Lord and Judge! talents; W 
by the proper uſe of which you may unſpeakably W 
enrich your own underſtandings and hearts, and be 
prepared for eminent ſervice both to God and man! 
Muſt not the abuſe of ſuch a truſt by the ſlothful W 
ſtudent be treated at the great tribunal as very crim- W 


inal unfaithfulneſs to his Maker, his fellow men and 
1 FE imſelf? 
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himſelf ? And if mere negligence will draw after it 


evils in ſo learned a univerſity muſt be terribly en- 
hanced by the ſuperior knowledge of its members; 


by the ſhocking inconſiſtency of ſuch conduct with 


philoſophic and elegant improvement; by the ſtab- 


which it gives to the reputation of learning and of 
our Alma Mater; by the conſequent advantage 


and miſchievous influence which it throws into the 
hands of unlettered boaſting ſmatterers in the theo- 


logical, medical, and other important walks of life; 
by the propagation and countenance which it gives 
to irreligion and immorality in the illiterate claſſes 
of the community; and finally, by the ungrateful 
and monſtrous perverſion, which it implies, both of 
the generous confidential love of worthy parents, 
and the pious liberality of the excellent founders 
and benefactors of this literary and religious eſtab- 


liiument. 


Weigh theſe and other ſuitable ideas in your 
minds, my dear youths, as becomes thinking and 
refined, accountable and immortal beings; and I 
am perſuaded: you will ſnun with mingled diſdain 
and horror every appearance of diſorder and riot, in- 
temperance and debauchery, and eſpecially of ſcof- 
fing impiety or-infidelity. You, will maniteſt a diſ- 
tinguiſhed reverence for the name, the worſhip, and 
the ſabbatlr.of your Creator and Redeemer. You 


vill treat with a liberal reſpect and ſubmiſſion the 
juſt and neceſſary authority of the ſociety, of which 


you are voluntary members. Your good ſenſe muſt 


teach you that the God of order, the wiſe and benev- 


olent Ruler of all, muſt will and ordain the exiſt- 


ence of ſalutary government in every human ſociety, 


ſo awful a reckoning, what muſt be the doom of 
open vice and profaneneſs l The commiſſion of ſuch 


eſpecially in one ſo important as ours; that 3 
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wall it as an ordinance PORT: to its ſubſiſtence and 
proſperity. Your own reflections, therefore, will 


give the proper name to the conduct of thoſe who 


wantonly reſiſt and ſeek to ert this moſt benefi- 
cent divine inſtitution. 


In a word, you will aim that even your den of 


cheerful relaxation be decent- and honorable, and, 


as far as poſſible, conducive to bodily health and 
mental improvement. You will remember that 


theſe will have ſome important influence upon your 


character and uſefulneſs in this world, and conſe. 


quently upon your final condition in the next. Vou 
will conſider too that the honor of this ancient ſemi. 


nary is in a ſerious ſenſe confided to your care, and 
that this will be much affected by the general ſtyle 
of your amuſements. If theſe be puerile, fordid, or 


the ſocial and joyous repaſt of the. oppoſite apart- 


extenſive exiles ; which muſt be charged to the final 


account of the inconſiderate actors in ſuch ſcenes f M 


barbarous; if they deſcend: to the emulous ſtrife of 
unmeaning and tumultuous vociferation; if ther 
wage war upon the unoffending and beautiful works 
of art, which commode and adorn theſe magnificent 3 
5 buildings - if they unſeaſonably intrude into the 
morning or evening ſacrifice of this literary family, W 
or be permitted to give a vulgar and ſavage. air to. 


ment; in theſe and ſimilar caſes, though the diver- 
ſions be not groſsly vicious, yet they ſink the :char- 
acter of the univerſity and its members in the view. 
olf the world, and thus produce the moſt ſerious and 


> 
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diſgrace. By thus intermingling the realizing views | ; 


Þ#: - This 


of a future judgment with your daily cen: | 1 
and purſuits you will, through divine aſſiſtance, be 1 A 
effectually guarded. againſt every thing fooliſh and 
hurtful, and engaged. to proſecute 0 {moſt _—_— | : 
and advantageous tenor of conduct. 1 * 


2 
This leads me to ſome other directions, which 
have an important connexion with the preceding. 

If you wiſh for the future approbation of your 
Maker and your own minds, you muſt early form 
and ſteadily purſue ſome REOULLAR PLAN of ſpend- 
ing your collegiate life; that the precious moments 


and diſtinguiſned privileges of it may be improved 


to the greateſt advantage. 


It likewiſe becomes you to cheriſh an ardent love 
of knowledge, and particularly a high eſtimation 


of thoſe branches of ſtudy and literature, which the 
wiſdom of ages has inſtituted in this and other emi- 
nent umverſities. For this purpoſe, -often contem- 


plate in theory, and in many great examples, ancient 


and modern, the ſtriking advantages reſulting from 
theſe various ſcientific purſuits. By ſuch contem- 


plations, joined with correſponding diligent endeav- 


ors after a happy experimental acquaintance with 
theſe advantages, you will in a good meaſure con- 
vert the ſeveral parts of collegiate duty into ſo 
many ſources of pleaſure, as well as improvement. 

[ muſt alſo exhort you to beware of haſty reſent- 


ments, of unfounded or injurious prejudices again{t 


your immediate inſtructors and rulers. This advice 
is dictated by a benevolent and anxious concern for 
your comfort and benefit. My own experience and 


oblervation, while I was a ſtudent in this univerſity, 
as well as ſubſequent information, have taught me 


that ſuch prejudices are too eaſily imbibed and prop- 
agated: It is equally obvious that they tend to the 


unſpeakable i injury of thoſe who indulge them; as 


they rob them of the ſatisfaction and benefit, which 
they might otherwiſe receive from the ſcientific com- 
munications, the private counſets, and governmental 


proceedings of their literary fathers, As I havea 


pleaſing aſſurance of the united Zeal of all the im. 
mediata. 
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mediate governors of this ſociety to promote the beſt 
good of their common family; ſo we invite your 
candid and harmonious concurrence with us in a 
cauſe ſo friendly and intereſting to yourſelves, 
Further, though you may warrantably taſte the 
delights which properly belong to your age and ſity. 
ation; yet you ought ever to regard pleaſure as 
but the offspring or the handmaid of ſerious buſineſs, 
Pleaſure, indeed, underſtood in its fulleſt and beſt 
ſenſe, as the ſatisſaction of our higheſt faculties and 
deſires, is a principal end of our exiſtence. But 
pleaſure thus defined is ſomething which does not 
merely play upon the ſurface of the ſoul, upon the 
ſenſes and imagination, but penetrates and fills the 
underſtanding and heart. It conſiſts, not in indolent 
eaſe, but in laudable action. It reſults not merel 
from the purſuit and enjoyment of private gratifica- 
tion, but from the conſcious exerciſe of benevolent 
and pious affection. The true pleaſures of man are 
thoſe which ſuit his diſtinguiſhing character and 
deſtination as an intellectual and moral, a religious 
and immortal being. Theſe high ſources of enter- 
tainment are eminently congenial to the ſuperior 
rank and proſpects of thoſe who are purſuing a learn- 
ed education. The enjoyment which the chriſtian 
ſtudent derives from religious and moral contempla- Wl 
tion, from an habitual rectitude of diſpoſition and WM 
action, from approving reflection on the paſt, and a W 
pleaſing anticipation of the future, is truly excellent, 
ſubſtantial and abiding, and unſpeakably improves 
his other innocent gratifications. Which leads us 
to obſerve that e VVV. 
In addition to theſe nobler entertainments, a col-- 
legiate life preſents to the diligent and virtuous ftu- Wi 
dent many ſubordinate. pleaſures, to encourage and 2 
_ cheer him amid the fatigues of laborious Poe: It WM 
e abies. confers 
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| confers upon him not only a confiderable portion of 


manly freedom and independence, but the delightful 


conſciouſneſs of worthily uſing ſo delicate and hon- 


orable a truſt. It gives him the refined and ſooth- 
ing pleaſures of ardent friendſſip and confidential 
intercourſe with kindred minds, attempered to the 
ſame purſuits and enjoyments. It refreſhes him 
with frequent enlivening interviews with fellow ſtu- 
dents, with a participation in their elegant and im- 
proving converſation, and a union with them in the 
daily round of animal, literary, and religious enter- 
tainment. It invites and gratifies his occaſional un- 
bending excurſions with the various and ſuperior 
beauties of nature and art in the ſurrounding vicini- 


ty. It delights his inquiſitive mind with the agreea- 


ble diverſity, the almoſt perpetual novelty of ſcientific 


purſuits and diſcoveries, which here ſolicit his atten- 


tion. It gives him acceſs to thoſe additional fources 


of pleaſure and amprovement, which are furniſhed 
by ſelect aſſociations for religious or literary pur- 
poles. It feaſts his heart with the tranſporting idea 
of comforting and rewarding his ſolicitous parents 
and inſtructors, and with the enjoyment or hope of 
= thoſe eminent marks of affection and honor, which 


the approving voice of the univerſity and of his 


country is ever ready to beſtow upon diſtinguiſhed 


merit. 


of the rational delights, which are or may be found 


in your academic courſe, with a ſpecial view to con- 
ciliate and encourage the younger members of the 


ſociety to the arduous yet pleaſing exerciſes before 


them, and to fortify them againſt the temptation to 


low and vicious amuſements. I cannot willingly 


cloſe without reminding thoſe ſtudents, who have 


lately joined us, that they have now a fair opportuni- 
= ty 


I have been thus particular in pointing out ſome 


ty of winning a diſtinguiſhed prize of glory; that 
they have it in their power, by the aid and protection 
of heaven, to purſue and complete their collegiate 
courſe without incurring the leaſt ſtain upon their 


reputation; yea, to render their claſs Hluſtrious for 
every Ipecies of excellence, civil and literary, moral 


and religious. O permit your anxious friends to 
enjoy io ſublime a ſpectacle. Afford us, your af. 


fectionate inſtructors and temporary parents, this 


noble recompenſe of our labors ; allow us the un. | 


ſpeakable ſatisfaction of conveying the tranſporting 


information to your deareſt connexions. For the 
attainment of this prize, beſides the meaſures already 
recommended, I muſt earneſtly exhort you to ap- 
Ply daily to your Father in heaven, by humble and 


fervent prayer, for that illuminating, purifying, and 


aſſiſting grace, which may enable you to maintain a 
character ſuitable to your exalted privileges, and to 


the juſt demands of your friends, your country, and 


your final Judge. I alſo adviſe you to cultivate an 
early and ſacred connexion with manly, ſtudious, 


and exemplary characters in the claſſes above you. 
From their counſels, examples and intimate fociety 


vou will receive great aſſiſtance and animation in 
climbing the ſteep aſcent, which muſt conduct you to 
ſcience, virtue and glory. I muſt equally caution Wl 
you againſt uniting yourſelves to affociates of an op- 


poſite deſcription. Many amiable and promiſing 


youths have been ruined at this univerſity by falling 
into the hands of idle, vicious, ſeducing compan- 
ions. Let thoſe aphoriſms of Solomon be deeply 


engraven on your hearts, and continually regulate 


your ſocial connexions: HE THAT WALK ETH WITH 
WISE MEN SHALL BE WISE 3 BUT A COMPANION or 


FO@LS SHALL BE DESTROYED. 
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That theſe friendly directions and motives may 
have their deſired effect, let us commend them, and 
thoſe to whom they have been addreſſed, to the 
benediction of ALMIGHTY GOD. 
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